io            THE CUCKOO CLOCK
It was rather a bother to have always to s&y
"thank you/' or "no, thank you/' twice, but
Griselda thought it was polite to do so, as Aunt
Tabitha always repeated everything that Aunt
Grizzel said. It wouldn't have mattered so much
if Aunt Tabitha had said it &t once after Miss
Grizzel, but as she generally made a little pause
between, it was sometimes rather awkward* But
of course it was better to say " thank you " or
" no, thank you " twice over than to hurt Aunt
Tabitha's feelings.
After breakfast Aunt Grizzcl was as good an
her word. She took Griselda through several of
the rooms in the house, pointing out all the
curiosities, and telling all the histories of the
rooms and their contents; and Griselda liked to
listen, only in every room they came to, she won-
dered when they would get to the room where
lived the cuckoo.
Aunt Tabitha did not come with them, for she
was rather rheumatic* On the whole, Griselda
was not sorry. It would have taken such a very
long time, you see, to have had all the histories
twice over, and possibly, if Griselda had got tired,
she might have forgotten about the " thank
you's " or " no, thank you's " twice over.